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Front Cover; Members of the Early Risers 4-H Club stand next to
a flowering crab tree, which they donated and planted on the
front lawn of the Town Office building.
FREDERIC A. FOSS
February 19, 1922 - June 6, 2007
Remembering my Dad
When I think ofmy Dad, he isn't old or weak or sick.
He is walking strong and fast - He taught me to take long strides -
it gets you there faster.
He is playing the piano - when 1 was little he would let me sit on his lap
and put my hands on top of his so I could play too - his hands
were so big - he taught me to appreciate music.
He is planting his garden - he taught me the value of being
self-sufficient
He is tlshing and putting the worm on my hook - he taught me
that's a guy's job.
He taught me how to pick berries ... for hours - he taught me patience.
He taught me how to read . . . for hours - he taught me how to dream.
He tried to teach me math . . . that didn't go so well.
He taught me to dig . . . dig up. dig out, dig in . . . whatever you were doing
one of those would work.
He taught me how to smile - I remember how good it made me feel when he
did - besides it always got him a second piece of pie.
He taught me what happens when you are sent to "go ask your mother'".
He taught me to keep going even when it wasn't unanimous.
For all these things and more, I love you Dad.
You stand tall and strong in my heart.
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Parkhurst, Sheila Cemetery Sexton 2008
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
Federal, state and municipal bridges were very much in the news this
year and Columbia was no exception. This past summer we completed
replacing the large culvert on Stoddard Road. With advanced planning, the
majority of this work was completed in one day.
We have received word from the State ofNew Hampshire that the
long-awaited repairs to the Columbia Covered Bridge will be done this
summer. According to their correspondence, the materials have been
purchased and it has been placed on the schedule. The Town applied for
State Bridge Aid for this project back in 2002. The Town of Lemington will
be contributing 18% of the estimated costs of $70,000 with the State of New
Hampshire picking up 80% of the balance and the Town of Columbia
picking up 20% of the balance. Our portion of the money came from a grant
from the Connecticut River Valley Partnership in the amount of $5,000, an
LCHIP Grant in the amount of $4,900 and the remainder raised at Town
Meeting in 2003.
Another Town-owned bridge that is on the State's "Red List" is the
bridge on Meridan Hill over Lyman Brook. You will see on the Warrant for
this year that we have included an appropriation in the amount of $40,000
to make some much needed repairs to this Bridge. We hope that you support
us in this effort and vote yes on this article.
As you will remember, last year the Town was awarded a $6,000
grant from the Tillotson Fund, which the Town matched. With these funds
we have replaced the furnace at the Town Hall with a more efficient model.
With help from the Boy Scouts of Troop 220, carpentry work has been
completed returning the hall to its original size. In addition, the tloor of the
hall has been refmished. We hope that you will be as pleased with the look
of the hall as we are.
This past year we were also awarded a grant from the Vital Records
Improvement Fund to address some of our vital records storage needs. An
assessment was made and the Town received several items including new
shelving for the vault where our vital records are stored. Other items
identified in the assessment and purchased were a special fire extinguisher.
which uses no chemicals and a dehumidifier for the upstairs vauU, In
addition, some of our old vital records will be rebound and filmed.
For two years now, several dedicated area residents have been
working on writing a history of Columbia. This group meets on the second
Tuesday of each month at 10:00 at the Town Office. The committee is
hopeful that this book will be going to a publisher by December 2008.
Watch the local papers for more infonnation as it becomes available. The
committee continues to accept pictures, etc. if you have some that you think
will be of interest. New members to the group are always welcome.
In closing, we want to take the opportunity to thank all of the Town




John "Phil" Monson, III
Some members of the Early Risers 4-H Club stand in front of the
Town Office, which they decorated for fall. From left to right: Danielle
DeBlois, Lucas DeBlois, Jacob Brady, Earl Brady and Courtney DeBlois.
WARRANT
The Polls will be open from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the County of
Coos, in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Columbia Town Hall on
Tuesday, the 1 1'^ day of March, next at 7:15 o'clock in the evening to
act upon the following subjects:
Article 1: To vote to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to
be elected by ballot for the year ensuing.
Article 2: To see if the Town will instruct its Selectmen to appoint all
other Town Officials as required.
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $103,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,000.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000.00 to help support the operations of the Colebrook
Communications Center.
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $3,771 .00 to help support the services of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund. This appropriation will
cover the time period from January 1 , 2008 to June 30, 2008.
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $9,749.00 to help support the services of the 45'^ Parallel
Emergency Medical Services and to permit the Selectboard to enter
into a contract with this Service for such purposes. The initial
contract will be for a six-month period beginning July 1 , 2008 and end
December 31, 2008.
Article 8; To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital
Association to cover medical emergencies.
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut
Valley Home Health Association.
Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $700.00 as a contribution for the support and services of
Northern Human Services.
Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $47,600.00 for the June 30, 2008 payment on the Town
Office Building Note.
Article 12: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $9, 1 00.00 for the maintenance of the Town's cemeteries. Of
this amount, $4,000.00 to be transferred from the Town Cemetery
Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund.
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $100.00 for the support of the Geo. L. O'Neil Post 62
American Legion.
Article 14: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $650.00 for support of the Community Outreach Program.
Article 15: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $7,000.00 for the support of the poor.
Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $85,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of this
$85,000.00, $36,390.00 to be reimbursed by the State of New
Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $82,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $40,000.00 for the repair of the Meridan Hill Road Bridge.
Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $27,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $18,600.00 for appraisal upkeep.
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $910.00 for maintenance of the Tax Maps.
Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum $7,000.00 for expenses of the Planning Board.
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $377.00 to help support the services of the American Red
Cross.
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Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a
sum not to exceed $47,600.00 for an extra payment on the Town
Office Note, with the money coming from the 12/31/07 unreserved
fund balance at the discretion of the Board of Selectmen, and not to
be raised by taxation. (Board of Selectmen recommends this
appropriation.)
Article 26: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to apply
for State and Federal funds and to apply for, contract for, and accept
aid relative to disasters and incur debts for temporary loans for same
should the need arise.
Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the Town
Conservation Capital Reserve Fund originally established in 1990.
This capital reserve fund has a zero balance and was transferred to
the general fund previously. This article is by request of the
Department of Revenue Administration.
Article 28: To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the Revaluation
Capital Reserve Fund originally established in 1998. This capital
reserve fund has a zero balance and was transferred to the general
fund previously. This article is by request of the Department of
Revenue Administration.
Article 29: To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the Cemetery
Land Purchase Trust Fund originally established in 1998. This
expendable trust fund has a zero balance and was transferred to the
general fund previously. This article is by request of the Department
of Revenue Administration.
II
Article 30: To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
th




s/ John P. Monson, III
A True Copy - Attest
s/ Norman Cloutier
s/ Eric Stohl
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MINUTES OF COLUMBIA TOWN MEETING
MARCH 13, 2007
At 7:15 p.m. Moderator Jane McCoy called the meeting to order. Boys
Scouts from Troop 220 and Cub Scouts from Pack 220 presented the colors
and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Moderator McCoy introduced Life Scout Joseph Kennett from Troop 220.
Joseph explained to the group present that he had approached the Columbia
Board of Selectmen regarding his need for an Eagle Scout project. The
Board agreed to let Joseph undertake renovations on the Town Hall as his
project. He explained that he, along with other boys from his Troop, would
be doing the carpentry work needed at the Town Hall and that the electrical
and heating upgrades would be done by licensed professionals. The voters
present gave Joseph a round of applause.
Articles on the warrant were voted on as follows:
ARTICLE 1
:
The Polls were open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (A
total of 57 votes were cast, which accounts for 14.8% of


















The Moderator also announced that all twenty-one




Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by
Carolyn Foss-Monson to instruct tlie Selectmen to
appoint all other Town Officers as required. Motion
passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $98,000.00
for Town Charges.
Selectman Cloutier explained that included in this article
is $6,000.00 to be used as a match for the Tillotson Grant
to be voted on in Article 25. These funds are to be used




Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Richard Hurley to raise and appropriate the sum of
$7,000.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town. Motion
passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Kenneth Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,000.00 to help support the operation of the Colebrook
Communications Center.
Charlie Aubee asked why that figure had decreased from
previous years. Selectman Stohl explained that the Board
had decided to no longer be a "core town" in the dispatch
center. This decision was based on the fact that policy
and budget decisions were being made without the input
of all the Towns. The Board felt that if Columbia didn't
have a say in these matters, that it was not necessary for
us to spend the additional money required to remain a
"core town".









Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
James Tibbetts to raise and appropriate the sum of
$6,750.00 to help support the services of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund. Motion
passed by voice vote.
Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by Isabelle
Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,200.00
for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital Association.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by
Scott DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Home Health Association. Motion
passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by Carolyn
Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the sum $700.00 as
a contribution for the support and services of Northern
Human Services. Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
Tessier to raise and appropriate the sum of $47,600.00
for the third payment of the Town Office Building note.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Francis Gray and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00 to
be added to the Town Cemetery Maintenance
Expendable Trust Fund previously established.
Laverna Cass asked how much was currently in the fiind.
Selectman Cloutier explained that as of December 31,
2006, there was $21,656.58 in the fund. Scott DeBlois
asked what the $5,000.00 would be used for. Selectman
Cloutier explained that it was used for mowing and other
general maintenance items.




Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Joanne Shimkus to raise and appropriate the sum of
$650.00 for the support of the Community Action
Program.
William Simpson asked what the money goes for.
Selectman Monson explained that it helps to run the
Community Action Program. This agency administers
such programs as fuel assistance, weatherization grants,
the food pantry, etc. In 2006, $58,000.00 was given to
Columbia residents from these programs.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by
William Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,000.00 for the support of the poor.
ARTICLE 14:
Robert Young asked what this article does that Article 12
doesn't do. Selectman Stohl explained that this is direct
support to Columbia residents.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Richard Hurley to raise and appropriate the sum of
$85,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of
this $85,000.00 $33,032.00 to be reimbursed by the State
ofNew Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
Joanne Shimkus asked why we are appropriating 20%
more than last year. Selectman Cloutier explained that
we haven't done any paving for the last couple of years
and we plan to do some this year.
Motion passed by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 15: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Robert Young to see if the Town will vote to discontinue
winter maintenance of South Jordan Hill Road and return
the classification of this road to Class V - Summer
Maintained Only.
Selectman Stohl explained that the Board had decided to
put this article on the warrant based on their feeling that
it is a liability issue for the Town. Several residents
including James Lawrence, Francis Gray and Scott
Tessier spoke in favor of continuing winter maintenance.
After much discussion, William Simpson made a motion
to move the question, which was seconded by Daniel
Lesperance. The Moderator explained that she had
received a request, signed by five registered voters, to
have this article voted on by written ballot. The polls
were declared open and everyone who wanted to vote did
so.




Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Scott DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of
$78,500.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Isabelle Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of
$27,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Kenneth Grimes to raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Motion passed by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 19: Motion made by Kenneth Parkhurst and seconded by
William Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$18,600.00 for appraisal upkeep. Motion passed by
voice vote.
ARTICLE 20: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Scott
Tessier to raise and appropriate the sum of $91 0.00 for




Motion made by Kay Soucy and seconded by Francis
Gray to raise and appropriate the sum of $360.00 to help
support the services of the American Red Cross. Motion
passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Eric Stohl and seconded by William
Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum of $47,600.00
for an extra payment on the Town Office Note, with the
money coming from the 12/31/06 unreserved fund
balance at the discretion of the Board of Selectmen, and
not to be raised by taxation.
Selectman Stohl explained that by making an extra




Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
James Lawrence to see if the Town will authorize the
Selectmen to apply for State and Federal funds and to
apply for, contract for, and accept aid relative to disasters
and incur debts for temporary loans for same should the
need raise. Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
James Lawrence to see if the Town will go on record in
support of effective actions by the President and the
Congress to address the issue of cHmate change which is
23
increasingly harmful to the environment and economy of
New Hampshire and to the future well being of the
people of Columbia. These actions include:
1
.
Establishment of a national program requiring
reductions of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions while
protecting the U.S. economy.
2. Creation of a major national research initiative to
foster rapid development of sustainable energy
technologies thereby stimulating new jobs and
investments.
In addition the Town of Columbia encourages New
Hampshire citizens to work for emission reductions
within their communities, and we ask our Selectmen to
consider the appointment of a voluntary energy
committee to recommend local steps to save energy and
reduce emissions. The record of the vote on this article
shall be transmitted to the New Hampshire Congressional
Delegation, to the President of the United States and to
declared candidates for those offices.
This article was a petitioned article submitted by William
Schomburg and Selectman Stohl questioned Mr.
Schomburg about who the "declared candidates'' are and
for how long of a time period are we talking about. Mr.
Schomburg stated that it was his feeling that the Carbon
Coalition would record the record of the vote and that
they would transmit this information to the people
mentioned.
Joyce Brady stated that she felt people were getting
alarmed about nothing and that the changes in the




William Simpson asked if the Board of Selectmen would
be appointing an energy committee.
After much discussion, the article passed by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Kenneth Parkhurst to raise and appropriate the sum of
$6,000.00 for renovations to the Columbia Town Hall.
This money will come from a grant received from the
Tillotson Foundation and not to be raised by taxation.
Motion passed by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded by
Daniel Lesperance to transact any other business, which
may legally come before this meeting.
The Moderator read a notice informing the residents that
the Columbia History Committee meets the 1st Tuesday
of every month at the Town Office and everyone is
welcome to join.
William Simpson made a motion, which was seconded by Scott DeBlois to
adjourn the meeting. Motion carried by voice vote.

















































NET VALUATION USED FOR COUNTY, MUNICIPAL &







NET VALUATION USED FOR STATE EDUCATION TAX RATE $69,299,137 00
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2007 TAX RATE CALCULATIONS
Town Appropriations: $445,845.00
Less: Revenues ($ 370,134.00)
Less: Shared Revenues ($ 3,133.00)
Add: Overlay $ 9,682.00
Add: War Service Credits $ 9,400.00
NET TOWN APPROPRIATIONS $ 91,660
School Appropriations: $1,291 ,506.00
Less: Adequate Education Grant '' ($ 386,630.00)
Less: State Education Taxes ($ 137,205.00)
NET LOCAL SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS: $767,67 1 .00
State Education Taxes Computation:
$2.24 X $61,252,142.00 (equalized valuation - no utilities)
divided by $69,299,137.00 (local assessed
valuation - no utilities) = $1 .98
County Appropriations: $ 293,891.00
Less: Shared Revenues ($ 1,099.00)
NET COUNTY APPROPRIATIONS: $292,792.00
TOWN RATE: $ 1.06
LOCAL SCHOOL RATE: $ 8.84
STATE SCHOOL RATE: $ 1.98
COUNTY RATE: $ 3.37








































































Cash with Treasurer, January 1 , 2008: $665,303.27
Unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 2005 $ 9,702.01




2007 Yield $ 1,528.06








SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall:
Furniture & Equipnnent:













I want to take this time to thank everyone for their patience this
past year. As many of you know, in July I finally went "on-line" with
the Department of Motor Vehicles. This has proved to be either a
"benefit" or a "curse" depending on what day it is. It has caused a
delay for some people while I "figured out" what I was supposed to be
doing. It is, however, an added convenience for everyone as I now
can do all of the following vehicles:
Vehicles weighing up to 26,000
All of the following plates: Passenger, Motorcycle, Trailer, Tractor,
"Moose" , Vanity, Farm and Agricultural
Late Renewals
The State Vital Records system continues to change
also. I am now able to issue certified copies of any births, deaths
and marriages, which occurred anywhere in the State after 1989.
Certified copies of divorce certificates are also available from me if
they occurred after 1990. Beginning January 1 , 2008, civil unions will
be recognized and this, yet again, is another sen/ice that will be done
through the Town Clerk's Office in the same manner as applying for
a marriage license.
All of this technology does require me to attend various
workshops and meetings. I try to give everyone as much advance
notice through newspaper ads but I do apologize for any
inconvenience this causes.
During the year ending December 31, 2007, I received and
remitted to the Treasurer the following amounts:
Auto Permits
TREASURER'S REPORT
TOWN CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNT
BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1, 2007: $723,296.45
Received from:
Barry, Louis; Land Use Recording Fee
C.N. Brown Company; Lease on Tanks
Colebrook Ski-Bees; Rental of Town Garage
Downs, Arthur; Reimbursement for Fire
Department Call; Motor Vehicle Accident
Farmers & Mechanics Bank; Copy of Tax Blotter
First Colebrook Bank; Interest on Accounts
G. L. Gettings; Reimbursement for Culvert
purchased through Town
Geico Indemnity Co.; Reimbursement for Fire
Department Call; Motor Vehicle Accident
L.G.C. Worker's Compensation Trust, LLC;
Refund on Workers' Comp. Insurance
Monson, John, III; Payment for Loam Purchase
from Town
NH Charitable Foundation; Tillotson Grant
N.H. Public Deposit Investment Pool; Interest
Planning Board; Fees
Progressive Northern Insurance Co.;
Reimbursement for Fire Department Call
.
Motor Vehicle Accident
Ray Davis Real Estate; Copy of Tax Blotter
Selectmen's Fees; Junkyard License fees,
pistol permits, disposal fees





















State of New Hampshire -
Dept. of Resources & Economics;
Division of Forest & Lands




Rooms and Meals Tax
Town Poor; Reimbursement
Town of Columbia - Tax Collector
Town of Columbia - Town Clerk
Traveler's Indemnity Company; Reimbursement
for Fire Department Call; Motor Vehicle
Accident
Trustee of Trust Funds; Interest on Accounts
Verizon; Refund of DSL Installation
Vermont Mutual Insurance Co.; Reimbursement
for Fire Department Call; Motor Vehicle
Weir Bros Fieldstone & Services;
Reimbursement for Fire Department Call
.
$674.79
coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION REPORT





January - December $12,586.00
Lemington $ 400.00
January - December $ 3,300.26
Stewartstown $5,500.00
January - December $45,247.58
Columbia Residents $ 1,207.30
Lemington Residents $ 88.70
Stewartstown Residents $ 2,409.25
Northeast Resource Recovery Association $ 4,417.19
Coos County $ 687.45
Total Deposits to Open Account $ 7.900.00
$77,843.73
Less Payments: $69,943.73





SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2007
Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
Junkyard Permits, Pisto! Permits,
copies, etc. $207.39
C.N. Brown; Lease $4,130.00
Colebrook Ski-Bees; Rental $26,00
Columbia House - UCVMH; Payment
in Lieu of Taxes $1,500.00
Columbia Residents; Disposal Fees $375.00
Columbia Resident; Reimbursement
for Town Assistance $183.99
Columbia Resident; Reimbursement
for Town Assistance $200.00
Davis, Ray; Copy of Tax Blotter $25.00
Downs, Arthur; Reimbursement for
Fire Call $237.40
First Colebrook Bank; Interest on
Deposits $1,421.45
G.L. Gettings, Inc.; Purchase of
Culvert $450.00
Geico Insurance Company;
Reimbursement for Fire Call $1 ,052.66
Local Government Center - PLT, Inc.
Refund on Workmen's
Compensation Audit $587.80
Monson, John P., Purchase of
Loam $420.00
New Hampshire Public Deposit
Investment Pool; Interest $4,180.23
Planning Board $2,113.48
Progressive Insurance Company;
Reimbursement for Fire Call $1 31 .50
38
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2007
State of New Hampshire; Fire Permits
and mileage - State's share $674.79
State of New Hampshire; Forest
Land Reimbursement $2,841.95
State of New Hampshire; Highway
Block Grant $33,031.87
State of New Hampshire; Revenue
Shanng $8,617.00
State of New Hampshire; Rooms &
Meals Tax $35,370.25
State of New Hampshire; SP
Railroad Reimbursement $707.63
St. Onge, Beth; Copy of Tax Blotter $25.00
Tax Collector
Costs & Fees $2,344.70
2007 Current Use Taxes $1 8, 1 35. 1
2
Previous Years Current Use $1,050.00
Interest on Taxes $7,553.77
2007 Property Taxes $1,1 98,075.01
Previous Years Property Taxes $62,908.71
Tax Sales Redeemed $26,357.22
2007 Yield Taxes $18,021.96
Previous Year Yield Taxes $7,249. 1
8
2007 Excavation Tax $1,1 70.26
Overpayment $5,858.53
Tillotson Fund; Grant $6,000.00
39
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2007
Town Clerk
SELECTMEN'S REPORT




Election & Registration $277.50
Town Buildings & Utilities $27,41 1 .92
Insurance $5,915.10




Sanitation & Recycling $24,971.39
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
Summer Road & Bridges $74,676.99
Winter Roads $76,499.14
LIBRARY:







SUMMARY OF PA YMENTS - 2007
PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT DIVISIONS'
State & County $294 824 55
Columbia School District $883 473 00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Land & Building Appraisals
Regional Associations










TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR 2007 $1,657,699.75
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS 2007
GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TOWN CHARGES
OFFICERS' SALARIES:
Boudle, Ghislaine; Planning Board Salary
Cloutier, Norman; Selectman Salary
DeBlois, Scott; Planning Board Salary
Lawrence, James; Planning Board Salary
McCoy, Jane; Moderator Salary
McCoy, Joseph Jr.; Planning Board Salary
Monson, John P., Ill; Selectman Salary
& Planning Board Salary
Parkhurst, Garry; Tax Collector Salary
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Transfer Station Rep.
Parkhurst, Marcia; Town Clerk/
Secretary Salary
Shimkus, Joanne; Planning Board Salary
Stohl, Eric; Selectman Salary
Tibbetts, Brenda; Assistant Moderator Salary
Wells, Daniel; Planning Boad Salary



















Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; Software
Support, Tax Bills, etc.
Blossom Shop; Flowers
B. M.S. I.; Software Support &
Updates
Cartographic Associates, Inc.; Map Updates
Colebrook Copy Center; Zoning Booklets
Construction Book Express; Book for Planning Board
Coos County Registry of Deeds; Recording Fees
CPI Printing; Town Clerk & Tax Collector Supplies
Crane & Bell; Auditing Town Books













DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2007
J. p. Cooke, Co.; Dog Tags
Jordan Associates; Newspaper Notices
Lazerworks; Repairs to Monitors
Liebl Printing; Printing Town Reports
Lin-Jo Creations; Computer Supplies
Local Government Center, LLC -
Law Lecture Series Registration Fee
Matthew Bender Co., Law Book
Updates
Martin, Lord & Osman; Law Book - Planning Board
McCoy, Jane; Mileage Reimbursement
Memos of New Hampshire, Inc.; Office Supplies
News & Sentinel, The; Notices,
Envelopes & Stationery
NHCTCA; Conference Registration
NH Department of Revenue Administration; Workshop Fee




Pitney Bowes Credit Corporation;
Postage Machine Rental and Supplies
Petty Cash; Postage, Supplies, etc.
Postmaster, Colebrook; Box Rental
Price Digest; Town Clerk Supplies
Salisbury Industries; Sign Letters
U.S. Postal Service; Refill Postage Meter
U.S. Treasury; Social Security, Federal &
Medicare Taxes
Waystack Frizzell; Legal Services
$77.07
SELECTMEN'S REPORT




Little, Diane; Supervisor of Checklist $67.50
Parkhurst, Isabelle; Ballot Clerk $60.00
Stohl, Lois; Supervisor of Checklist $75.00
$277.50
TOWN BUILDINGS:
Bolens Septic; Portable Unit - Town Hall
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Landscaping - Town Office
Brooks, Howard; Shoveling - Town Office
Columbia Home & Building Supply, Inc.; Supplies
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Ledgepack
Earley Rubbish & Recycling, LLC; Trash
Pick-up
Gadwah, Herbert; Water Rent
Gervais Plumbing & Heating; Cleaning Furnace
Gosselin, Albe; Water Rent
Hicks, P.A. & Sons, Inc.; Supplies
Monson, John "Phil"; Labor
Nugent Motor Company; Fuel
Parkhurst, Garry; Labor & Supplies
Parkhurst, Sheila; Raking & Seeding Lawn-Town Hall
PSNH, Electncity - Town Hall & Town Office
Rockingham Electrical Supply; Light Bulbs
S. Gray Construction, Inc.; Plowing & Landscaping
Tri-State Fire Protection; Checking Extinguishers
Verizon; Phone - Town Hall & Town Office
Vershire; Cleaning Town Office
Weir Bros; Mulch & Crushed Stone
Zizza Lock & Safe; Re-keying locks
$466.13
SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2007
INSURANCE:
Local Government Center - WCT, LLC
Workmen's Compensation Insurance $1167 65
Local Government Center - PLT, LLC
Commercial Property & Liability
and Public Officials Bond $4 747 45
$5,915.10
PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
FIRE:
Adair, Wallace; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement 5354 30
Brooks, Brett; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $543 32
Colebrook Fire Department; Fire Protection $3 144 50
Dion, Peter; Forest Fire Warden
Reimbursement ' 5359 ^q
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement 582 85
RADIO COMMUNICATIONS:
$4,494.07




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2007
HEALTH:
American Red Cross; Appropriation $360.00
Tri-County Community Action Program;
Appropriation $650.00
U.C.V. H. Ambulance Fund; Appropnation $6,750.00
U.C.V.H. Association; Appropriation $2,200.00
U.C.V. Home Health; Appropriation $3,000.00
U.C.V. Mental Health; Appropriation $500.00
Vershire Center; Appropnation $200.00
$13,660.00
SANITATION:
AVRRD; Tipping Fees $8,513.39
Coos County Recycling Center; Columbia's
Share $3,872.00
Coos County Transfer Station Account;
Solid Waste Disposal $12,586.00
$24,971.39
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
MAINTENANCE - SUMMER ROADS
Berlin Insulation; Roadside Mowing $2,460.00
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Dozer, dumptruck, backhoe &
excavator rental, labor, rockraking,
moving equipment, etc. $20,303.27
Boudle, Clifton, Jr.; Storage Unit Rental $600.00
Cloutier Sand & Gravel; Grading & Gravel $6,770.00
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Gravel,
Culverts, etc. $1,831.68
Jeffers, Clark; Dumptruck rental & culverts $985.50
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2007
PA. Hicks & Sons, Inc., Culverts $309.60
Pike Industries; Paving $41,198.25
Treasurer, State of NH; Street Signs, $41.19
Vershire Center; Picking up roadside trash $177.50
$74,676.99
MAINTENANCE - WINTER ROADS
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Plowing Contract $76,423.00






Blue Mt. Variety; Fuel $516.75
C.N. Brown; Fuel $120.00
Green Tree Sen/icing; Mortgage $400.00
Jeffers, Clark Jr.; Plowing & Sanding $100.00
Lemieux Garage; Car Repairs $410.10
Lewis Ford, Inc.; Towing $50.00
Lewis Oil; Fuel $562.35
Name Withheld; Rent $400.00
Name Withheld; Rent $800.00
Name Withheld; Medicine $30.00





DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2007
CEMETERIES:
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Trucking $130.00
Gooch, Robert, Jr.; Mowing $330.00
Parkhurst, Sheila; Mowing $4,057.75
$4,517.75
STATE & COUNTY:
Bisson, Donald M.; County Treasurer,
County Taxes $293,891.00
Coos County Registry of Deeds;
Recording Fees, Redemptions &
Postage $261.55
Department of Agriculture; Dog
Licenses $371.00
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Marriage Licenses & Vital Statistics $301 .00
$294,824.55
SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Columbia School District $883,473.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
LAND & BUILDING APPRAISALS:
Avitar Associates of N.E., Inc.; General Assessing $450.63
Brett Purvis & Associates, Inc.; General Assessing




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS 2007
REFUNDS/ABATEMENTS:
Campbell, Donald & Stacey; 2006 Property Taxes
N.E. Forestry Foundation; 2006 Property Taxes
Universal Mortgage Corp; 2007 Property Taxes
White, Charles; Motor Vehicle Refund








NH Association of Assessing Officials;
2007 Dues
NH City & Town Clerks' Association
2007 Dues
Local Government Center, LLC







TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN:
Town of Columbia - 2006 Taxes Bought By Town $35,336.53
NOTE PAYMENT:
First Colebrook Bank; Two Payments on
Town Office Note $95,200.00
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS 2007
TILLOTSON GRANT:
Boivin, Norman; Carpentry Work
Green Mountain Electric Supply; Supplies
Hicks, P.A. & Sons; Lumber, etc.
Keddy Electric; Labor
Ledgewater Lumber; Lumber
Lynch, J.K., Inc.; Dumpster
My Three Sons Floor Refinishing; Refinishing floor
Norm's Plumbing & Heating; New Furnace










GRAND TOTAL OF PAYMENTS
$11,908.41
$1,657,699.75
Ballot Clerks Roberta Rainville and Isabelle Parkhurst check voters in during the
Presidential Primary.
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Building Debris, tires, etc.
Columbia Residents;
Building Debris, tires, etc.
Lemington Residents;








News & Sentinel; Notices
Northeast Resource Recovery
Association; Freon Removal
Normandeau Trucking, Inc.; Trucking


























The Town signed a seven-year note in the summer of 2005 in the amount of
$288,000.00 to construct the new town offices. In 2007 we made two
payments - our regular one, which was due on 6/30/2007, and an additional
payment on the principal on 12/28/2007.
Date Payment # Interest Principal Balance
12/28/2005
ANNUAL REPORT - 2007
Headwaters Subcommittee
of the Connecticut River Joint Commissions
This year the Headwaters Subcommittee completed a new and expanded water resources chapter
of the Connecticut River Management Plan, focusing on the many environmental and economic benefits
ofkeeping floodplains free ofdevelopment and vegetated riparian buffers along riverbanks to keep them
stable, block debris, shade the water, and filter pollutants from runoff.
We have helped spread the word about Didymo, the newly discovered invasive aiga in our region,
and urge all anglers and boaters to clean their gear carefully to avoid spreading this pest.
The Subcommittee provides information and assistance to the states, towns, and landowners on
projects near the river. We encourage towns to consider our Plan and to incorporate its recommendations
when updating town plans and revising zoning ordinances.
Citizens who wish to represent the town should contact the selectmen. The Subcommittee is
advisory and has no regulator)' authority. The public is welcome at our meetings on the first Wednesday
evening ofevery other month at the Columbia or Colebrook Town Hall. A calendar, more about Didymo,
advice on bank erosion and obtaining permits for work near the river, the Connecticut River Management
Plan and much more are on the web at \vw"w.cric.org.
Bill Schomburg and Ken Hastings, Columbia representatives to the Headwaters Subcommittee
CONNECTICUT RIVER JOINT COMMISSIONS
This year the Connecticut River Joint Commissions (CRJC) issued a new Riverwide Overview
for water resources in the watershed. Look for a presentation in your area in 2008. We cooperated with
Vermont and New Hampshire agencies in responding to the discovery ofDidymo in the Headwaters, and
hosted Governor Jim Douglas for Vermont's Clean and Clear Water Action Day. We also helped guide
the new conservation plan for the Conte Refuge, supporting the public's original vision, and worked to
stem erosion at the Colebrook Business Park.
In 2007 CRJC considered issues as wide-ranging as the operation of hydro dams on the
Connecticut River, silver maple floodplain forest health. mercur>' emissions, and Important Bird Areas.
CRJC supports efforts to safeguard the valley's natural, agricultural, and historic assets, and is
working with businesses and the states to strengthen the local base for tourism through the Connecticut
River Byway. In 2007 we worked with Colebrook, Lancaster, and other towns on a signage plan for the
Byway. Look for new signs in 2008. Visit the Byway at \\\\u.ctri\ortra\el.nel.
Appointed by the legislatures ofNew Hampshire and Vermont to guide growth and development
in the watershed, the CRJC are advisory and have no regulatory powers, preferring instead to ensure
greater public involvement in decisions that affect the river region. We welcome the public to our
meetings on the last Monday of every other month. Visit our web site for a calendar of events, useful
information and links, and our newsletters. River Valley News and River Byway News.
for an electronic copy of this report, please contact
Adair Mulligan at 603-795-2104 or adair.mulliuan <ycric.or.u .
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
On the following pages, is my report for the year ending December
31, 2007, along with a list of uncollected taxes as of that date. While it may
seem that the list grows longer every year, in reality we continue to collect
between 90 and 95% of our property taxes before going to the property tax
lien stage. I think that this speaks well for the people of Columbia who
obviously take their responsibility to support the Town, County and School
seriously.
If, in these hard economic times, anyone is having trouble paying their
taxes, please let me know. The Town is always willing to work out a
payment arrangement, which will benefit both the taxpayer and Town. Rest
assured that these matters will be handled in a confidential manner.
Garry R. Parkhurst
Tax Collector
"I don't suppose that we will ever get to the point where people are pleased
to pay taxes, but we owe it to them to see that the collection is done as




SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2007 - DECEMBER 31, 2007
DEBITS

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1, 2007 - DECEMBER 31. 2007
DEBITS
Unredeemed Lien Balance -
1/1/2007:
Liens Executed During Year:
Interest & Costs Collected:
TOTAL DEBITS:
Redemptions:
Interest & Costs Collected:

































UNCOLLECTED PROPERTY TAX LIENS:
LEVY OF 2006




Hamel, Raymond P. & Derek R.
Heirs of Rickey Burnham
Howland, Pamela
Hrycuna-Perron, Anastasia, et als
Johonnett, Frances
Lamontagne, Gilles P.
Lawton, Ronald & Maryann
Leavenworth, Michelle &
Lesperence, Billy
Leavenworth, Ronald & Michelle
Limoges, Karen
Locke, Daniel P.
Locke, Daniel P. & Jacqueline
Lynch, Dana R.




Moren, Lawrence V., Jr. et als
Reynolds, Daniel J. (1/2 interest)









We received a total of 56 building permit applications:
- 1 camper during construction
- 3 garages
- 17 additions (i.e., additions, decks, porches)
- 2 mobile homes (both in parks)
- 7 residential (frame or modular)
- 1 asphalt plant (Pike Industries)
- 1 office building
- 4 barns
- 19 storage buildings/sheds
- 1 greenhouse
We also processed applications for 2 minor subdivisions and 1 lot
line adjustment.
Fees collected were:
- Subdivision fees $1,046.48
- Building permit fees $ 962.00
- After the Fact penalties $ 1 05 .00









To the Board of Selectmen,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major
fimd, the aggregate remaining fund information, and fiduciary fiind information ofTown of Columbia as of
and for fbe year ended December 3 1 , 2006, which collectively compose the Town's basic financial
statements as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibihty ofTown of
Columbia's management. Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on
our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States ofAmerica. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are fi-ee of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amoimts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We beHeve that our audit provides a
reasonable basis for our opinions.
In our opioion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in aU material respects, the
respective financial position of the governmental activities, each major fimd, the aggregate remaining fund
information, and fiduciary fimd information ofTown of Columbia as ofDecember 31, 2006, and the
respective changes in financial position thereof and the budgetary comparison for the general fund for the
year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted m the United States of
America.
Management's discussion and analysis on pages two through six is not a required part of the basic
financial statements but is supplementary information required by accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America. We have applied certain limited procedures, which consisted
principally of inquiries ofmanagement regarding the methods ofmeasurement and presentation of the
required supplementary information. However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion
on it.
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that
collectively compose Town of Columbia's basic financial statements. The combining non-major fund
financial statements presented in Schedules 1 and 2 are supplemental information required by accounting
principles generally accepted in the United State of America. Schedules 3 and 4 are presented for purposes
of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements. The information in
Schedules 1 through 4 has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic
financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic
financial statements taken as a whole.
September 24, 2007 ^
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MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS
TOWN OF COLUMBIA
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2006
Presented here is Management's Discussion and Analysis for Town of Columbia for the year ended
December 31, 2006. ResponsibiUty for both the accuracy of the data, and the completeness and fairness
of this presentation (including all disclosures) rests with management. To the best of our knowledge and
belief, the data contained herein are accurate in all material respects. This information is reported in a
manner designed to fairly present the Town's financial position and the results of operations of the
Town's various funds. All disclosures necessary to enable the reader to gain an accurate imderstanding of
the Town's financial activities have been included.
The Selectboard is responsible for establishing an accotmting and internal control structure designed to
ensure that the physical, informational, intellectual, and human resource assets ofthe Town are protected
from loss, theft, and misuse, and to ensure that adequate accounting information is maintained and
reported in conformity with generally accepted accoimting principles (GAAP). Management also strives
to ensure that these assets are put to good and effective use. The internal control structure is designed to
provide reasonable assurance that these objectives are attained.
Overview of the Financial Statements
The fmancial statements presented herein include all of the activities of the Town using the integrated
approach as prescribed by GASB Statement 34.
This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the Town's financial statements.




2. Fxmd financial statements
3. Notes to the basic financial statements
Government-Wide Financial Statements
The government-wide fmancial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad overview of the
Town's fmances, in a maimer similar to most private-sector companies.
The statement of net assets presents information on all of the Town's assets and liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net assets. Over time, increases and decreases in net assets may
serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or deteriorating.
The statement of activities presents information showing how the government's net assets changed during
the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net assets are reported as soon as the underlying event giving
rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus revenues and expenses are
reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods (for example,
uncollected taxes or impaid amounts due to suppliers).
The government-wide fmancial statements reflect functions of the Town that are principally supported by
taxes and intergovernmental revenues. The governmental actixaties of the Town include, among others,
general government, public safety, and highway maintenance and construction.
The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 7 and 8 of this report.
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Fund Financial Statements
A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been
segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town uses fund accounting to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be
divided into two categories: governmental funds and fiduciary funds.
Governmentalfunds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as governmental
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial
statements, governmental fimd financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable
resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources available at the end of the fiscal year. Such
information may be useful in evaluating the Town's near-term financing requirements.
Because the focus of governmental fiinds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide fmancial statements. By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the govermnent's near-term financing
decisions. Both the governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and
changes in fimd balance provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental
funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains nimierous individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the
governmental fund balance sheet and the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balance for the general fund and parsonage capital project fimd, which are considered major funds. Data
from the other governmental funds are combined into a single, aggregate presentation.
The Town adopts an annual appropriation budget for its general fimd. A budgetary comparison has been
provided for the general fimd to demonstrate compliance with the budget.
The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 9 to 13 of this report.
FiduciaryJunds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside of the Town
government. Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the Town's own programs.
The basic fiduciary fund financial statement can be found on page 14 of this report.
Notes to the Basic Financial Statements
The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data provided in
the government-wide and fund financial statements. The notes to the financial statements can be foimd
on pages 15 to 25 of this report.
Other information
In addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents certain
required supplementary information (combining non-major fund balance sheet and statement of revenues,
expenditures, and changes in net assets found on page 26 to 28 of this report) and other supplemental
information that is not required (statement of estimated and actual revenues for the general fund, and
statement of appropriations, expenditures and encumbrances for the general fund, found on pages 29 to
32 of this report).
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis
The Town's overall financial position and results of operations for the past two years are
summarized below based on the information included in the current and prior financial
statements.
Statement ofNet Assets
The Town's total assets at December 31, 2006, were $4.20 million, a decrease of $2,742 or .06% fi^om
December 31, 2005. Capital asset additions include $28,396 for the completion of the town building,
with an increase of $140,894 in depreciation for all capital assets.
Governmental
Activities
Current and other assets:
Current and other assets
Capital assets, net of depreciation
Total assets





Invested in capital assets,
net of related debt
Permanentiy restricted
Temporarily restriced for -








Governmental activities decreased the Town's net assets by SI 17,670 during 2006, as shown in the




Operating grants and contributions
Capital grants and contributions
Total program revenues
General revenues:















Change in net assets
Net assets, beginning of year
Net assets, end of year
The decrease in net assets from governmental activities of $11 7,670 reflects (i) a decision by the Board of
Selectmen to use $76,649 of unrestricted net assets to help reduce the tax rate and (ii) $46,200 of
beginning fund balance enctimbered to complete the town building construction and to provide
emergency training and supphes from 2005 emergency grant monies.
Significant variations in revenues between years are sunmiarized as follows:
• The decrease in operating grants and contributions is due to a one time $15,000 emergency grant
received in 2005 from the State ofNew Hampshire.
• Increase in taxes, licenses and fees is mainly attributed to an approximately $15,000 increase in
land use change tax. Land use change tax increases are due to property taken out of current use
and therefore assessed a penalty.
• Decrease in all other revenues is attributed to a $25,000 sale of tax deeded property in 2005, with
no sale of property in 2006.
2006
Significant variations in expenses between years are summarized as follows:
• Increase in general government is attributed to a decision to contract the assessing company to
perform quarterly valuation updates and also due to the opening of the new town building which
created additional costs for plowing, heat, electricity and other building costs.
• Increase in public safety is due to the purchase of emergency supplies and equipment from the
2005 encumbered emergency grant monies.
• Increase in interest expense is due to the beginning of payment in 2006 on the town building loan.
Financial analysis of the Town's funds
Governmentalfunds. The focus of the Town's governmental funds is to provide information on near-
term inflows, outflows, and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the
Town's fmancing requirements. In particular, unreserved fimd balance may serve as a useful measure of
a government's net resources available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.
At the end of 2006, unreserved fund balance of $228,183 was available for spending at the Town's
discretion. Substantially all of the remaining fimd balance is reserved for specific purposes - such as
capital acquisition for amoimts segregated in capital reserve fiinds - or is permanently restricted as
principal used to generate future earnings for use by the Town.
General fiind budgetary highlights
Actual revenues earned by the general fimd in 2006 exceeded amounts budgeted by $69,421, as shown in
Exhibit E of the basic financial statements. The major components of this favorable variance were:
• Greater than anticipated tax revenue totaling $36,000
Greater than anticipated motor vehicle permit fees of 824,000
Actual expenditures incurred by the general fund in 2006 were less than amounts budgeted by $9,369, as
shown in Exhibit E of the basis financial statements. The major component of this favorable variance was
less than anticipated highway expenditures.
Contacting Town's Financial Management
This fmancial report is designed to provide our citizens and creditors with a general overview of the
Town's fmances and to demonstrate fiscal accoimtability. If you have questions about this report or need
additional information, contact the Board of Selectmen at Columbia town office, P.O. Box 157,























































ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL OFFICIALS




Tuesday, March 11, 2008
approximately 8:00 pm























COORDINATOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES
Theresa M. Lord
Any person with a physical disability who needs assistance to attend the school district
meeting and/or needs assistance while at the school distnct meeting is to contact school




The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Columbia qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said District on Tuesday, the 1 1'*" day of March
2008 immediately following the Town Meeting, to act upon the following subjects; (Polls will be
open from 1 1 :00 am to 6:00 pm)
1. To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by ballot for the
ensuing year(s).
2. To determine the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other officers or
agents of the District.
3. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen and pass any vote
relating thereto.
4. Shall the School District vote pursuant to RSA 198:20-c (Vl), to authorize the School Board to
accept privately-donated gifts, legacies and devises for school purposes without further action
by the School District with this authority to continue indefinitely until rescinded.
5. To see if the district will vote to authorize the School Board to include in the SAD #7 budget
the position of a part-time Human Resource/Personnel Clerk, per RSA 194-C:9; to be effective
July 1,2009.
6. To see if the school district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five thousand dollars
($5,000) to be added to the Tuition Expendable Trust Fund previously established. The school
board recommends this appropriation. (Majority vote required)
7. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, four hundred
sixteen thousand, seven hundred seventeen dollars ($1,416,717.00) for the support of schools,
for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment for
the statutory obligations of the District. The school board recommends this appropriation. This
article does not include appropriation in warrant articles # 6. (Majority vote required)
8. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Columbia, the 13'^ day of February 2008




A True Copy of Warrant - Attest:
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COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT 2008 - 2009
BUDGET FOOTNOTES
Footnotes delineated in the far right hand column of the Proposed Budget pages:
A. Tuition enrollment decreased (5). Projected increase in cost per pupil.(K=+898. 1-8= +493)
Decrease HS $ 381 per pupil). Compared to FY2008 Budget
B. Reduction in Classroom Assistants over prior year.
C. Increase in Court Ordered Placement.
D. Vocational Tuition - Projected two students.
E. Psychological Services - Decrease in out of district services
F. Speech Pathology - Reduction in number of students in need of service
G. Occupational Therapy - Decrease in student needs.
H. Office of Superintendent - District Apportionment increased due to an increase in Equalized
Valuation.
I. Transportation - per contracted voted March 2006.
J. Summer program transportation and extended school year transportation.





Again, the school funding issue is unresolved. The Joint Legislative Oversight Committee
on Costing an Adequate Education has reached some recommendations. The bottom line
is that the total the state would distribute under these guidelines is similar to what is
currently being distributed. There is a proposal for an amendment to allow targeting aid to
property - poor districts. However, if that amendment passed, there would be no
guarantee of a minimum level of funding for the targeted districts. The amount received
could be less than what is being distributed to those districts now. A formula which
considered per capita income would help many North Country towns because our median
household income is 33% lower than the state average. I hope that some day I will be able
to write that a stable funding formula has been developed which allows for inflation and
which will be useable for many years, helping us to give a more accurate prediction of
revenue for the school budget.
State funding of education has become a more critical Issue to the North Country with each
hit our area's economy has taken. The closing of Groveton Paper Board and the Burgess
Pulp Mill in Berlin in 2006 and the Wausau Paper Mill in December 2007 have not only
caused the loss of the jobs at those mills, but also the loss of many related jobs in the
region, and service industry jobs which are no longer viable due to the loss of income in the
North Country. As the economy of the area changes, the employment skills that our
students need are also changing, and will continue to change throughout their careers.
The most important concept that they can learn is that their education is never complete.
One of the difficulties in school budgeting is that we cannot carry over any balance on hand
into the next budget year This means that all unencumbered funds on June 30'^ must go
back to reduce taxes This past June we turned back $552,150 in Colebrook, which helped
to reduce the school tax rate by $1 .00 from the previous year. The balance on hand is due
to a combination of factors, some unanticipated revenue, such as additional tuition, and
some opportunities for cost savings, such as lower health insurance rates. The balances
that have been turned back in recent years are a demonstration of frugality, not bad
budgeting. The district could spend up to the total authorized at the School District
Meeting. However, if there are opportunities for saving on expenses we try to capitalize on
those opportunities. If it doesn't need to be spent, it's not spent.
I would like to congratulate Rob Gooch and the Colebrook Academy boys' soccer team for








The 2006-07 school year went by much too quickly. They tell me that the older you get, the
faster the years go by. I believe it.
We did have a good school year. We concentrated this year on providing reading and math
services to grades 1-3 and continued to offer reading for the 4'^ and 5'^ grade. In most
cases we were able to get into the classrooms twice a day; once for reading and once for
math. We did not necessahly see the same students during each visit, but in many cases
the students having difficulty with reading also had difficulty with math.
In last year's report I spoke about the purchase of audio books to assist reluctant readers.
We continued to expand that library and now have over 100 titles as audio books. These
books are tied into the curriculum as much as possible We canvassed the teachers to find
out which titles that they would be teaching and purchased from that list. In some classes
these audio books and stories have become quite popular.
We were able to purchase additional wall mounted bookcases to ease the space crunch in
the Title 1 room. We now have much more book storage capacity, but space is still at a
premium.
Title 1 served 54 children this year. As I mentioned before there is some overlap between
reading and math services which would expand that 54 children to about 75.
The Title 1 program brought Natalie Kinsey-Warnock to the Colebrook Elementary School
this during the fall of 2006. Ms. Kinsey-Warnock is a children's author from the Northeast
Kingdom of Vermont. She wrote a wonderful book about her grandmother called The
Canada Geese Quilt. During her presentation for the children she shared_20 quilts that she
and her grandmother had made. She has published a number of other books and shared
her writings with the children as well.
We had wanted to bring Reeve Lindberg back, but she took ill and was unable to travel.
She would like to come back to Colebrook duhng the 2007-08 school year.
I would like to thank my wonderful staff, Sue Bailey and Paulette Owen, for all of their hard
work on behalf of the children of Colebrook. And a special thank you to all the people of




Title 1 Project Manager/Teacher
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SAU #7 BUDGET FOOTNOTES
F^Gf6TQnCG
. Explanation of Increase/Decrease AmountNumber
A PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES
Hire an Associate School Psychologist - Increase number of days 3,262.00
available in SAU #7
B SALARIES
Projected Salary increase
Health Insurance is projected at 4.3% increase.
C TRAVEL, DUES AND FEES
Increase appropriation to reflect fee charges for basic conferences.
This has not been updated for 4 years. 2,300.00
D FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT
Purchase additional Fire Proof File Cabinet 1 ,800.00
Purchase Laptop Computer - 1,200.00
(continue replacement cycle of equipment)




District Minutes - March 13, 2007
The State of New Hampshire
The meeting opened at 9:30 pm with the school district clerk asking for nominations for
school distnct moderator.
Carolyn Foss-Monson nominated Jane McCoy with a second from Scott Deblois.
With a unanimous vote, Jane assumed the position of moderator after being sworn in by
Town Clerk, Marcia Parkhurst.
1. To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by ballot
for the ensuing year(s).
Moderator: Robert Gooch (wnte ins) 15
Treasurer: Jennifer Wells 54
Clerk: Jennifer Wells 54
School Board: Karen Riendeau 52
2. I move to accept the salaries of the School Board the compensation of any other
officers or agents of the District in the amount of $1,150.00 as printed in the school
report on page CU-7.
Motion made by: Carolyn Foss-Monson
Seconded by: Scott Deblois
Vote: Yes
3. I move to accept the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen as
printed in the school report.
Motion made by: Laverna Cass
Seconded by: Scott Tessier
Vote: Yes
4. I move to accept the provisions of RSA 198.20-b providing that any school district at an
annual meeting may adopt an article authorizing indefinitely, until specific rescission of
such authority, the school board to apply for, accept and expend, without further action
by the school district, unanticipated money from a state, federal or other governmental
unit or a private source which becomes available during the fiscal year.
Motion made by: Carolyn Foss-Monson




District Minutes - March 13, 2007
The State of New Hampshire
To authorize the School Board to include in the SAD #7 budget the position of a part-
time Human Resource/Personnel Clerk, per RSA 194-C:9; to be effective July 1, 2008.
I move to indefinitely postpone Article 5
Motion made by: Lisa Placy-Brooks
Seconded by: Joyce Brady
Vote: Yes
6. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of Five thousand dollars ($5,000) to be added
to the Tuition Expendable Trust Fund previously established.
Motion made by: Carolyn Foss-Monson
Seconded by: Edward Poulin
Vote; Yes
7. I move to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, four hundred fifty-tv\/o thousand,
fifty-two dollars ($1,452,052.00) for the support of schools, for the payment of salaries
for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment for the statutory
obligations of the District. This article does not include appropriation in warrant articles
#6.
Motion made by: Scott Tessier
Seconded by: Mary Lou Placy
Vote: Yes
8. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
I move to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 pm
Motion made by: JoAnne Shimkus


























REVENUE FROM LOCAL SOURCES
Current Appropriations $ 766,772.00
Earnings on Investment 5,224.43
Other Local Revenue 3.00
Refunds Prior Year $ 2,475.75
TOTAL LOCAL REVENUE $ 774,475.18
REVENUE FROM STATE SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire - Adequacy Aid (Grant) $ 361 ,029.00
State ofNew Hampshire - Adequacy Aid (State Tax) 125,70 LOO
State ofNew Hampshire - Catastrophic Aid
TOTAL STATE REVENUE $ 486,730.00
REVENUE FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire - Medicaid
TOTAL FEDERAL REVENUE
TOTAL REVENUE FROM ALL SOURCES $ 1,261,205.18
CU-22




STATEMENT OF ANALYSIS OF CHANGES
IN FUND EQUITY
June 30, 2007
Fund Equity, July 1, 2006 1 16,726.49
Plus Total Revenue 1 ,26 1 ,205 . 1
8
Less Total Expenditures 1,217,885.43




SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES


































TRANSPORTATION 2006 - 2007
TRANSPORTER ROUTE RATE/DAY PUPILS
VWV Berry Transportation Inc. E. Columbia







TUITION PUPILS & RATES 2006 - 2007
TOWN MEETING NOTES


